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n the last issue of Quarter Notes I 
mentioned our efforts to focus on 
community building as a key to

achieving choir goals. One thing
prompting this new focus is that after
every spring tour, we see a quantum
leap in the choir's musical growth and
commitment to one another. These two
outcomes are mutually dependent.

Let me elaborate. Most young people
are filled with anxiety about two basic
questions: "How well am I doing?" and,
"How am I fitting in?"  It's no different
in the choir. For choristers to be at their
best artistically, they need to know that
they are welcome and accepted for who
they are. When we address their need
to belong and be valued in the group,
they are freed to try a very daring thing
for an adolescent: to express the deep
emotions that music allows them to feel.

That's why tour is an ideal place for this
to happen. We are a self-contained
singing community for five days. The
intensity of multiple performances each
day and the necessity of getting along
with ones fellow travelers produces the
relational and musical high octane that
propels them to new vistas. In fact, the
common refrain after every tour is: I
wish we could be this close all year.

So here's the obvious question: What
would happen if we made community
building a core value all season?

Our recent tour to Seattle provided the
answer. Looking at the eager faces on
the tour coach as we prepared to leave
Eugene, I realized we had already
reached an important goal: We were
starting this trip with the high level of
trust and fellowship that usually followed
our tours. As a result, the next five days

transformative power of learning to be
expressive musicians.

The next day was our final event - a
workshop on the PLU campus with Dr.
Richard Nance, conductor of PLU's
renowned Choir of the West and
president of the American Choral
Directors Association's Northwest
region. Our choristers sang with a beauty
and expressiveness that exceeded
anything I'd ever heard or seen from an
OFC ensemble. Dr. Nance spoke to the
choir with tears in his eyes. "Your
singing is so beautiful. What moves me
most is that you are all so connected
to the music and to each other."

During the next half hour, Dr. Nance
led our choristers to a level of artistry
that astonished us all, affirming the new
path we had started down this season,
and opening us to the possibilities of
extraordinary music-making. His words
echoed our own discoveries that the
music was not the end in itself, but an
expression of the wonderful growth
going on in each of our lives.

My friends, we don't go through this
process simply to create beautiful
music. We go through the process of
creating beautiful music because the
very character traits and insights about
life that are necessary to get there are
the same things that turn children into
caring, confident, productive young
people  - ready to make their way in
the world. For some it is a signpost
along the way. For many it is a lifeboat
through the difficult waters of
adolescence. And for some it is literally
life-saving.

As we continue to extend this experience
to more, we need your help now more
than ever. Please consider sponsoring
tuition for one or more choristers a year
or making a gift to the general operating
fund.

Join us in Creating a Singing
Community. And thank for your support.

Peter Robb
Artistic Director

surpassed the most remarkable
experiences in OFC's ten-year history.
Each day was filled with new insight,
extraordinary musical growth and a
celebration of our season-long work at
building a community.

On our final evening, choristers, music
staff and parent chaperones gathered in
the hotel conference room. We sat in a
circle on the floor as everyone was invited
to share what they valued about their
choir experience this season. More than
a few told how the welcoming community
of the choir opened them up to life in
profound ways. Some who had been
mortally shy were now expressive and
confident. Others who had always felt
like outsiders in life had a certainty of
being part of something bigger than
themselves, replacing self-doubt with the
joy and freedom that comes from
belonging. Still others pledged a new
resolve to continue growing musically
because of the exhilaration and

We Sing Because We Must!
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TOUR TIME!

Choristers’ Birthdays C horister Profiles

Amanda Mortimore
Emily DeRose
Kaelin Stein
Madeleine Shojai
Ian Boyd-Mitcheltree
Gabriel Wihtol
Ingrid Brandt
Airlie Strickland
Peyton Brazell

JUNE

AUGUST

JULY
Brendan McCarthy
Chandler Larsen
Angela Agnew
Ian Anderson
Kurtus Kahle
Mackenzie Vignoul
Camilla Cummings
McKenzie Anderson
Marissa Robb

Kobi Berning-Anderson
Brian Carpenter
Samuel Brandt
Taylor LaPrairie
Cierra Barnes

Joel Chapman, one of the writers for our Chorister Profiles, must step down due to
his ever increasing High School activities.  Thanks, Joel, you've done a wonderful
job.

Welcome to Gabe Withol, who is replacing Joel as a Chorister Profile writer joining
Tyler Metteer, who is continuing on the job.  Thanks, guys!

Emily Renken is a 13-year-old seventh grader. At school,
her favorite subjects are math and language arts. Outside
of school her hobby, other than singing, is track and field.
Emily has one dog and one cat. She got into OFC when
her music teacher told her about it in fourth grade, and
she has been involved in the choir ever since. Her favorite
song from last season was Hope for Resolution.

Emily Renken

TOUR TIME!

Tristan Bredeweg, 13, has been with OFC for three and
a half years. This is his first year in Feiro. He spent the
other two and half years in Allegro. Tristan goes to Creative
Minds and is in seventh grade. He enjoys reading, and
the most recent novel that he finished was Charlie Bone
and Grace. He loves spaghetti and meatballs.

Tristan's favorite thing about OFC are the choir tours. His
favorite song in choir, is "Can You Hear". Tristan loves
to sing and is looking forward to his future years in OFC.

Tristan Bredeweg

Training Choir choristers take a
much needed break at Herbert
Hoover Park in Newberg after a
busy day of singing.



When Conie Burden asked me to write an article about,”Why
I volunteer at Oregon Festival Choirs,” my first thought was
to say I don't know.  But I do know. I began volunteering
because my beautiful grandaughter sings with the choir. I
also began to ask myself, "What is a volunteer?”

I grew up a few miles from Stratford on Avon.  Did you
know that Shakespeare used more than four times the words
most people use. It was in the air all around me, so the next
stop was the Dictionary. It used words like free will, to offer,
bestow, spontaneous.   That's it, I thought. The young people
of the choir bestow spontaneous joy on us with their lyrical
voices.  If you ever doubted that the world will be OK, just
listen when you are around a choir member. They can't not
sing.   Music emanates through their pores, from their very
souls.   So why do I volunteer? What lifts my heart?  What
nurtures my spirit?   Need you ask....Oregon Festival Choirs.

I first sang in the Youth Choir of Northminster Presbyterian
Church in Portland and later the Adult Choir.  My family had
as many as five persons singing in it at one time.  Our Director
was Velma Uhl, who also directed the Pacific N.W. Bell
Choirs.  My father, an immigrant from Denmark, played the
violin and Velma gave me five years of free classical piano
lessons.  She also introduced me to the Portland Symphony.
I sang in the Jefferson High School Choir and also in an
ensemble of eight boys and eight girls.

With that background, the minute I attended the PICCFEST
Gala Concert I was sold on OFC.  With Amahl and the Night
Visitors being one of my favorites, I was well aware of the
beauty of young voices, especially the boys temporary ones.
After meeting Peter Robb and Connie Burden, and knowing
Matt Svoboda from the Central Presbyterian Choir, Connie
arranged several opportunities to hear OFC practice and
perform.  Knowing what a difference choral music has made
in my life, I have been a supporter and volunteer ever since!

Why I Volunteer for OFC
By Penny Berktold

By Eric Larsen

Quotable From Tour ‘09
OFC has made me stronger and I will
never forget this experience.

In choir we make great friends, have great
times and it changes your life.

It comes to a point where you’re in tears
of joy over music.

Singing has helped me sooo much
coming out of my quiet little self.

This tour is the best thing that has ever
happened to me.
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June 27, 2009
Brunch at PICCFEST

Annual Donor Event on UO campus
Call 465-9600 for details

June 28, 2009
PICCFEST GALA

Rediscovering the Americas: The Music
of Two Continents

7:30 PM  in Silva Hall at the Hult Center
Tickets available at the Hult Center box office

(See article to the right)

Coming Soon!
The 12th Annual Pacific Int'l Children's Choir Festival

Our renowned festival is quickly approaching with choirs
from Florida, Ohio, Nebraska, Indiana, California and
Washington. The 300 singers will be led by celebrated
guest conductor Sandra Snow, making her third appearance
at PICCFEST in seven years. A favorite with conductors
and choristers alike, Snow is one of the rising stars on the
national choral scene.  You won't want to miss this amazing
musical journey of Rediscovering the Americas: The
Music of Two Continents.

The week of rehearsals, performances, workshops and
community building will culminate in the Gala Concert
on Sunday June 28, 7:30 pm in the Hult Center. Tickets
are $12/$9 at the Hult Center box office. You can see a
preview performance of the Gala Concert on June 26 at
the opening ceremonies of the Oregon Bach Festival's
40th Season in the Hult Center lobby. See the Hult Center
website for details.

Bring a friend. Bring two!

Special Thanks To
OFC’s Media Sponsor


