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Springing into summer

by Peter Robb
Artistic Director

h, Springtime.
Trees budding,
flowers blooming,
birds chirping; atime
for celebrating life
and beauty . . . and
also the time when
we have a gazillion things to get done
to successfully pull off the annual
Spring concert, two tours and the
upcoming 10" Anniversary Celebration
of PICCFEST—the Pacific Inter-
national Children’s Choir Festival.

Just like nature’ s signs of Spring,
OFC' spreparations began quite awhile

together, the tour setting gives usthe
opportunity to sing five to six hours a
day, performing many timesin
succession, making refinement of the
music immediate rather than waiting
for the next week’ srehearsal. Equally
stunning is the sight of these young
people blossoming in self-confidence,
personal responsibility, interpersonal
skills, and problem solving both during
and after the tour experience.

The Philadelphiatour challenged and
enriched the choristersin so many
ways. Among other venues, it included
performances for audiences at the

ready for a 5-day
choir tour to Phila-
delphia, an over-
night tour to Bend, or six days of
PICCFEST, the logistics are many
faceted, stretch out over along period
and require lots of creative problem
solving ahead of time aswell asin the
moment. In each of these regards, our
two recent choir tours were delightful
SUCCeSSes.

Peopl € s reactions are often amusing
when they hear we're planning to take
25-35 young people on atour. They
immediately flash to some juvenile
version of Animal House and wonder
if we're abit naive to be doing such a
thing. In reality, our choristers have
been preparing all season for therigors
and new experiences of tour.

For onething, it'sarich timeof musica
growth. While in the preceding eight
months we spent one afternoon aweek

tours were delightful
successes

historic Church of
theHoly Trinity and
Christ Church,

PICCFEST s staff and volunteers are
already consumed with the details
necessary to host more than 300 guests
that make up the nine participating
choirsin this 10" Anniversary year of
thefestival. All those behind-the-scene
efforts will culminate on July 2 at the
PICCFEST GalaConcert in SilvaHall.
And when the choirsarrivein late June,
during the many hours of rehearsing,
meals, conversation and performance
we will share, we'll get to observe up
close and personal some of the same
growth and transformations that
happened to our own choristers on
OFC'’stours.

Y es, the Gala Concert will be
wonderful —including the world
premiere of a piece commissioned to

where George Washington Here’s what the commemorate the

and Ben Franklin were
members more than 225
years ago. One perform-
ance was for an urban elementary
school where every grade level had
prepared something special to present
to each chorister. The memories will
remain with our choristersfor a
lifetime. And their inspired singing
will continue to bless those who heard
them sing, including our parent
chaperones, each time the concerts
are remembered.

That verbal snapshot of OFC’ s choir
tours provides just an inkling of the
coordinated chaos and musical majesty
you can expect at the upcoming
PICCFEST 2007. Imagine nine choirs
experiencing the amazing magic of
tour, all in one space at one time.

celebration is
really about

10™ Anniversary. But
here’s what the
Celebrationisreally
about: We will only seeadrop in the
sea of al that is being transformed in
the hearts and minds of these young
singers, their conductors, chaperones,
the audiences members and our own
staff. A vast amount of the growth will
occur out of sight, in the days, weeks
and even years that follow. And we
will remember the Gala Concert on
July 2 as a sneak preview of what will
unfold as the participants return to
more than 40 communitiesin 5 states
and provinces on 2 continents, which
can be summed up by the simple
comment often heard as our guests
depart at the end of PICCFEST:
“Thiswasthe most amazing week
of my life!”



Life’'s unexpected roads

TOUR TIME
2007!

| first came
tothis
country in
1995 to
pursue a
master's
degreein
Maryland,
with the

Allegro and Cantilena
perform beautifully at
a school assembly
during their 2007
Bend Tour

thought that
| would stay
for only two
years, and
return home after the completion of
the degree. However, lifeisfull of
surprises! | cameto Oregon to pursue
aDoctoral degree, married Matthew,
(OFC's Choir Director and Operations
Director, Mathew Svoboda), and have
now been here 12 years!

Hung-Yun Chu
Principal Accompanist

| started working at OFC in 1999 when
the choir was founded. It has been an
honor to witness the transformation of
OFC over these many years. Besides
providing the children with musical
knowledge, it has been most fun to see
each child grow and mature with the
organization.

Itiscertainly ablessing to be able to
makealivingin music. Accompanying
OFC isone of my many jobsin
Eugene. | spend my day mostly at the
University of Oregon working with the
choral department and individual
studentsfor their accompanying needs.

| aso teach privately, work with Eugene
Concert Choir, and play at Ebbert
United Methodist Churchin
Springfield. Asyou might imagine,
scheduling is often challenging with
SO many jobs, but the variety is also
what makes my profession fun and
flexible.

Itisgreat to beapart of an organization
such as Oregon Festival Choirs, which
works hard to bring music to the lives
of young people when arts are not
appreciated nor valued enough. With
the quality of our wonderful staff at
OFC, | am confident that we will
continue to enrich each child'slife
through music making and
musicianship building.

“Six performancesin 24

Cantilena Chorister Kristen Ballesteros hours? That's exhausting!”
greets an appreciative audience member  SaysAllegro member

at the Whispering Winds Retirement
Center in Bend

Morgan Doyscher

“Wedid it!” Choristers
celebrate their successful
concert at Philadelphia's
historic Church of the
Holy Trinity

A magnificent
impromptu
performance at
Christ Church,
where Ben Franklin
and George
Washington were
once members



CHORISTER
SPOTLIGHT

Interviews by
Chorister
Peyton Brazell

Pirates of the Caribbean fans raise
your hands... the third movieis out.
Of course Justin Weir has seen this
new movie. Justinisan 11 year Allegro
chorister member; he'sbeen in the choir
for 2 years. He has pets, siblings and
afavorite teacher named Mr.
Mackenzie. When he grows up he
wants to be able to sit in his beach
house in Floridaand watch hisfavorite
movie Over the Hedge. Keep singing

CHORISTERS
BIRTHDAYS!
JUNE
Ingrid Brandt
Maya Phillips
lan Boyd-Mitcheltree
Gabriel Withol
JULY
This 12 year old Lord of the Rings fan _
has been in Oregon Festival Choirsfor Nicole Plant
3years. Could this be anyone but MacKenzie Vignoul
M adison K ettwig? She has 2 rats and K'”_Phl”lps
ahermit crab. Madison hopesto Marissa RObb
celebrate her 16th birthday on the lake. Taylor Oliver
Harry Potter or Pirates of the lan Andgrson
Caribbean? Why of course Harry McKenzie Anderson
Potter. She would always prefer to
useroller skates, because she can't
roller blade. She has 1 older brother
and 1 older sister. Great Job Madison!

your heart out Justin.

Brunch at PICCFEST

Friday, June 29 or Saturday June 30
10:00to 11:00 AM
Susie Papé Room in the Schnitzer Art Museum
on the University of Oregon Campus

Come meet Toni Pimble, 2007 PICCFEST emcee and
Sandra Snow, Guest Conductor—-Also vist aPICCFEST
rehearsal, and hear inspiring words from OFC Founder
Peter Robb about supporting the vision of Oregon
Festival Chairs.

For tickets and parking directions call OFC 465-9600
SEATING ISLIMITED, SO CALL TODAY!

PERFECT HARMONY

A CHORISTERS BLEND
OF FAIR TRADE COFFEE
FROM CAFFE PACORI

f'FO

nly $10/l1b, of which $5 goes to
he OFC Scholarship fund.

Available caffeinataed or de-caf

Call OFC 465-9500 t9 grdear cofiae




OFC Staff and Musicians

Peter Robb Founder/Artistic Director

Mathew Svoboda Operations Director/Choir Director
Sheryl Ohlsen Enrollment & Financial Coordinator
Hung-Yun Chu  Principal Accompanist

Jeanie Neven Choir Director

ConnieBurden  Development Coordinator
CamillaCarter ~ Accompanist

Peter Hollens Clinician

110 West 6th Avenue
Post Office Box 207
Eugene, OR 97440

PICCFEST GALA CONCERT

Silva Concert Hall
July 2, 2007
7:30 PM

To purchasetickets contact
The Hult Center Box Office
682-5000
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