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September is an exciting time at
OFC.  We are at work on all fronts
to launch our ninth choir season,
prepare for our fifth year of offering
residencies at local elementary and
middle schools, and moving full
speed ahead toward the eleventh
Pacific International Children’s
Choir Festival (PICCFEST) next
June.

The theme for this year, I Dream A
World, comes from the title of a
poem by Langston Hughes and
makes for a natural handshake with
the 2008 Olympic theme One World
One Dream. No doubt there will be
plenty of  ways to connect the two
this year as our communty prepares
for a cultural trifecta in June:
PICCFEST 2008, the Oregon Bach
Festival and the US Track and Field
Olympic Trials.

This past summer was an exciting
time as well. PICCFEST 2007
marked the 10th anniversary of the
festival. Nine visiting choirs from
Washington, California, Alaska,
Florida, Pennsylvania and Taiwan
grew in many ways during the week
of hard work and extraordinary
artistry lead by guest conductor Dr.
Sandra Snow.  One of many high
points was the world premiere of
Pilgrim by Grammy winning
composer Paul Halley. The ten-
minute work, commissioned to
commemorate the anniversary, was
written for treble voices, orchestra,
piano and solo trumpet. The
collaboration between the festival’s
280 singers, a 20 piece chamber
orchestra comprised of  Eugene
Youth Symphony members, and
principal trumpeter of the New

Jersey Symphony, Garth Greenup,
resulted in a stunning performance
of the lush and rhythmically dynamic
work.

Of course, other high points of the
week happened when there was no
audience to observe.  Many such
moments occurred during rehearsal.
As conductor Snow worked with the
chorus, she often engaged the singers
in conversation about the meaning
of the text and music. In a discussion
about the piece Living In A Holy
City, the comments centered on a
Holy City being used as a metaphor
for seeing the potential of creating
a sacred view of our life together.
Dr. Snow asked for a description of
what this Holy City might be like.
One girl answered without
hesitation, “It’s like PICCFEST.”
If any comment could affirm our
efforts in putting on the festival over
the past decade, that did it.

We wrapped up our summer
program with two week-long choir
day-camps, serving students ages 8
to 17.  An obvious enthusiasm for
learning, making great music and
building friendships dominated the
camps and capped off a busy and
successful season.

So back to the exciting September
mentioned earlier. Over the course
of the next three months we will
begin to create the newest
incarnation of the Oregon Festival
Choirs. In our Training Division,
the newest and youngest singers will
discover the joy and discipline of
building an ensemble. The training
and experiences they have as 8 – 11
year olds rival any other activity

they may be involved in while
preparing them for advancement to
the Touring Division.

The touring choristers will take a
weekend retreat in the Fall to begin
preparations for a season that will
include collaborations at the Hult
Center with the Eugene Ballet in
December, Anton Armstrong and
the famed St. Olaf  College Choir
in February, and the Oregon Bach
Festival in July.

Also, for the first time, our own
choirs were required to submit an
audition for PICCFEST like any
other participating choir. As the
festival’s reputation for artistry has
continued to grow, OFC ensembles
no longer get a free pass to attend.
With this in mind, the choirs worked
very hard last spring and submitted
a successful application making
Eugene the Fiero/Lyrica tour
destination for this season.

We look forward to seeing you at
concerts and other local events as
we invite you to join with us to
Dream a World.

Looking back and looking ahead



I’m Peter Robb,
and I have the 
honor of serv-
ing children and
their families as
founder and 
artistic director

of Oregon Festival Choirs, a com-
munity based, non-profit music
education organization.

In the ten years since OFC began
we have developed into a year round
program of local youth choirs (The
Oregon Festival Choirs), a res-
idency program for schools in central
Lane County (our Choral Program
Partnership), and OFC’s Pacific
International Children’ Choir
Festival which collaborates with the
annual Oregon Bach Festival.

Our goal is simple, but bold: To
change the world one voice at a
time. And our mission is to Create
a Singing Community.

One of the ways this will happen is
by providing the highest level of
choral music training and
performance experience possible for
young people, and that’s precisely
what we are doing.

A mounting body of research
reiterates what we already know
from experience: Participating in a
quality choral program changes
lives.

In making the case for choral music
and its importance in the life of our
community, there are three
fundamental ideas that stand out.

First, choral music participation and
music study are health producing.

Second, participating in choral
music is character and community
building and these skills can be
practiced while having fun with
peers in a setting that is free of
competition, which is crucially
important for many young people.

Finally, everyone can learn to sing.
This might be the hardest claim to
believe, but again, science weighs
in with evidence that everyone,
child and adult alike, can learn to
sing.

When our choristers perform with
professional music organizations at
the Hult Cen-
ter and else-
where many
audience mem-
bers assume this is a collection of
uniquely skilled, so-called gifted
young singers.

I can attest to that fact the each
chorister is indeed unique and
gifted, but their personal gifts might
be more closely related to kicking
a soccer ball, creating a website or
knowing intuitively the secrets of
empathy toward others. Yet all of
them can sing.

With singing, just like any other
area of learning, some people have
a natural skill while others have to
work harder or come at it in a
different way. I have yet to
encounter a child who wanted to
sing who didn’t

eventually develop the skills. The
fact is, yes, our choristers are
uniquely skilled and gifted, in as
many diverse ways as the rest of the
human race.

Here’s the big question: If we are
aware of an activity that enhances
health, builds character and
community, and can include anyone
who wants to participate, why aren’t
we as a culture falling all over
ourselves to make sure we have the
best funded, best staffed choral
music programs in every elementary,
middle and high school?

Don’t forget the fact that studies
indicate these students also perform

better in other 
areas of academics.

Not every child
wants to sing in a choir. Boys, in
particular, reach an age when singing
seems not masculine enough—
though it’s hard to tell from the
fortune they spend on CDs and
downloading Ring Tones by their
favorite male singers. That’s a stigma
we are working diligently to
overcome, and we remain constantly
committed to providing the
opportunity for every child who
wants to participate.

As I’ve said, our mission is simple:
Oregon Festival Choirs intends to
Create a Singing Community. It
begins with making sure we all know
why singing is so important to our
public life and why this goal makes
such simple, common sense.

Each of our choristers
is unique and gifted,
but . . .

Creating a singing community

Collaboration between OFC and the
Arts Umbrella began in 2006 with
members of the Eugene Youth
Symphony playing at the 2006
PICCFEST Gala Concert.  Later that
year OFC presented Choir Camp as
part of the Arts Umbrella summer

WORKING
TOGETHER:
Collaboration
Update

programs. This past July, Eugene
Youth Symphony provided 20
musicians for the PICCFEST 2007
Gala Concert, and Oregon Festival
Choirs expanded to two camps
during the Arts Umbrella summer
sessions.

Excerpts from a July address by Peter Robb to OFC
donors and potential donors during PICCFEST 2007



CHORISTERS
BIRTHDAYS

We hope you can help with the wish-list items listed below.  As always,
any  donation qualifies you for a fair market value tax exemption. See
your tax advisor for details.

Thanks for your generous support!

Copier paper
-Gift cards to office supply stores
-15 passenger van, new or used

Caffe’ Pacori’s generous support of
OFC began at our 2006 Holiday
concert. If you haven’t yet tried their
Perfect Harmony Choristers’ Blend
of fair trade coffee, it’s a wonderful
brew.

A 1 lb bag of  Perfect Harmony
coffee, roasted and supplied by
Caffe’ Pacori costs only $10. Half
of that amount goes directly into
OFC’s  scholarship fund.

HOW TO ORDER

1. Place an order when you take
your chorister to rehearsal.

2. Visit the OFC Website
(www.oregonfestivalchoirs.org)
and click on News.

3. Or simply call OFC at 465-9600.

Treat yourself to this wonderful
coffee while directly helping the
farmer growing the beans and
contributing to OFC’s scholarship
fund.

SEPTEMBER
Ariana Carter
Morgan Doyscher
Anthony Carter
Sydney Claybaugh
Aubrie Bush
Andrew Kelso

OCTOBER
Cloe Rice
Nate Jensen
Jordan Claybaugh
Alexis Jeffries

NOVEMBER
Amber Phillips
Joel Chapman
Emily Ann Renken
Charlotte Coons
Samantha Sibbald
Anneleissa Coen

-New chairs for the rehearsal
rooms
-Digital Video Camera for
rehearsals and performances
-Digital camera

Scholarships for choristers (cost:
$1000 per chorister)

-

OFC WISH LIST

Software upgrades
-Computer upgrades-Upgrade
telephone system
-Piano for rehearsal room
-Money for new music
-Underwrite commission of new
work
-Percussion instruments
-Piano tuning
-Location for staff retreat

Welcome to the Choirs’ Fall B-B-Q

GrillMeisters Buck Currey, Bob
Kettwig and Warren Miller make
sure there’s plenty to eat Choristers practice

their non-singing
skills

Mr. Robb serves up
a little mischief...water
balloons for dessert?

Enrollment and Financial
Coordinator,Sheryl Ohlsen,
helping parents and choristers
with registration forms

Scholarship Coffee
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All choirs:
DREAMING AND BELIEVING

OFC annual holiday concert, December
9, 2 pm, Central Presbyterian Church,
555 E. 15th Ave.

Fiero and Lyrica:
Eugene Ballet’s Nutcracker with
orchestra, December 21-23, Silva
Concert Hall.

Workshop with Anton Armstrong: An
afternoon master-class for area high
school choirs presented by Oregon

Festival Choirs, followed in the
evening by an inspiring concert
by the renowned St. Olaf Choir
in Silva Hall.

Allegro & Cantilena:
Tour Oregon 2008, May.

All choirs:
YOU MAY SAY I’M A DREAMER
OFC annual spring concert,
May 19, 2pm, Central
Presbyterian Church.

Pacific Int’l Children’s Choir
Festival: I DREAM A WORLD

PICCFEST 2008
With guest conductor Bob
Chilcott and 10 choirs from
across the US and Canada,
June 24 – 30.  Gala Concert,
June 30, 7:30 pm, Silva Concert
Hall.

Tickets for Silva Concert Hall
performances available through the
Hult Center box office. Tickets for
Central Presbyterian concerts available
through OFC office.

OREGON FESTIVAL CHOIRS  9th Season     2007—2008

I DREAM A WORLD


